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  “Ad hoc announcement pursuant to Art. 53 LR” 
 

Media Release 
Haag, Switzerland, July 22, 2026 
 

VAT TO ACQUIRE ATONARP TO ENABLE MOLECULAR MONITORING AND REAL-
TIME SEMICONDUCTOR PROCESS CONTROL 

• VAT has agreed to acquire 100% of Japan-based Atonarp Inc., a pioneer in real-time molecu-
lar profiling for advanced semiconductor and industrial processes  

• The technology addition comprises a family of miniaturized sensors and complements VAT’s 
existing core valve and adjacencies business 

• As semiconductor manufacturing advances into sub-2nm node sizes, precise real-time moni-
toring equipment is becoming critical to avoid process deviations and protect chip manufac-
turing yields 

• The transaction continues the growth strategy announced at the Capital Markets Day in 
2025, allowing VAT to extend its share of wallet over time 

• The total transaction consideration of around CHF 110 million is to be paid in cash to exist-
ing shareholders of Atonarp and financed via a new bilateral loan agreement 

With semiconductor manufacturing moving below 2nm, in-situ, real-time monitoring and control in-
side process chambers is becoming critical. Atonarp’s novel mass spectrometry–based sensors cap-
ture the full process fingerprint—including precursors, byproducts, and plasma species—delivering 
high-quality data for advanced process control and enabling AI-driven autonomous process intelli-
gence for semiconductor manufacturing.  

“Atonarp enables VAT to strengthen its systemic approach in vacuum subsystems by integrating 
sensing into our portfolio—enabling faster, more precise, and cost-efficient semiconductor manu-
facturing for node sizes below 2nm, a key enabler for AI chips,” said Urs Gantner, CEO of VAT. “Ato-
narp is an ideal partner to accelerate our technology roadmap and push the boundaries of leading-
edge manufacturing with in-situ, real-time monitoring and control in process chambers.” 

“This acquisition is a fantastic and decisive step in our three-pillar growth strategy. Our great adja-
cencies portfolio is enabling us to continue to grow our unmatched market share in our core vacuum 
valve business and substantially increase the share of wallet on our customers’ tools,” said Martin 
Komischke, Chairman of the Board of Directors of VAT. “Atonarp now allows us to proactively ad-
dress the next big challenges of the chip manufacturing industry and thereby once again define an 
industry standard. We continue to enable customers to solve their biggest process challenges, and 
with our new technology help them deliver stronger productivity and higher yields.” 

“We are excited to join the VAT family,” said Prakash Murthy, founder, president, and CEO of Ato-
narp. “VAT’s technology leadership, market position, and close customer proximity will accelerate 
the adoption of the ASTON product family. Together, we will advance real-time sensing and gas 
control, which are critical capabilities for manufacturing at sub-2nm nodes. We look forward to 
building on VAT’s formidable reputation and decades of manufacturing excellence.” 

Transaction Details 

Under the terms of the agreement, VAT will pay around CHF 110 million to acquire 100% of the out-
standing Atonarp shares from its current shareholders. The transaction is expected to close in Q3 
2026, subject to the satisfaction or waiver of customary closing conditions, including regulatory ap-
provals. The transaction will be funded by VAT entering a committed bilateral loan agreement for 
CHF110 million. VAT and Atonarp will continue to operate as separate and independent companies 
for the time being. 
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Additional information 

VAT will host a short media and investor event today, July 22, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. CEST via webcast 
and conference call. 

Please follow the link below to access the webcast: 

Live webcast 

Alternatively, participants via phone may pre-register here and will receive dedicated dial-in details 
to easily and quickly access the call. 

To attend the conference, please dial: 
+41 58 810 70 00 (Switzerland / Rest of World) 
+44 207 098 0702 (UK) 
+1 631 570 5612 (USA) 

A replay of the call will be available on the VAT website approximately two hours after the event. 

 

For further information please contact: 

VAT Group AG 
Michel R. Gerber Christopher Wickli 
Head of Marketing, Communications and Investor Relations Manager 
Investor Relations  
T +41 81 553 70 13 T +41 81 553 75 39 
investors@vatgroup.com 

Financial Calendar 

2026  

Thursday, October 15, 2026 Trading update for the third quarter of 2026 

2027  

Tuesday, March 2, 2027 Q4 and full-year 2026 results 

Thursday, April 15, 2027 Trading update for the first quarter of 2027 

Wednesday, July 21, 2027 Q2 and half year 2027 results 

Thursday, October 14, 2027 Trading update for the third quarter of 2027 

 
About VAT 
We change the world with vacuum solutions – that is our purpose as the world’s leading supplier of high-end vacuum valves. The Group reports 
in two segments: Valves and Global Service. The Valves segment is a global developer, manufacturer, and supplier of vacuum valves for the sem-
iconductor, displays, photovoltaics, and vacuum coating industries as well as for the industrial and research sector. Global Service provides 
local expert support to customers and offers genuine spare parts, repairs, and upgrades. VAT reported net sales of CHF 1,074 million in 2025 
and employs some 3,250 people worldwide, with representatives in 29 countries and manufacturing sites in Switzerland, Malaysia, and Roma-
nia. 

Forward-looking statements 
Forward-looking statements contained herein are qualified in their entirety as there are certain factors that could cause results to differ materially from those antici-
pated. Any statements contained herein that are not statements of historical fact (including statements containing the words “believes,” “plans,” “anticipates,” “ex-
pects,” “estimates,” and similar expressions) should be considered to be forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements involve inherent known and un-
known risks, uncertainties, and contingencies because they relate to events and depend on circumstances that may or may not occur in the future and may cause the 
actual results, performance or achievements of the company to be materially different from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Many of 
these risks and uncertainties relate to factors that are beyond the company’s ability to control or estimate precisely, such as future market conditions, currency fluctu-
ations, the behavior of other market participants, the performance, security and reliability of the company’s information technology systems, political, economic and 
regulatory changes in the countries in which the company operates or in economic or technological trends or conditions. As a result, investors are cautioned not to 
place undue reliance on such forward-looking statements. 

Except as otherwise required by law, VAT disclaims any intention or obligation to update any forward-looking statements as a result of developments occurring after 
the date of this report. 

https://event.choruscall.com/mediaframe/webcast.html?webcastid=mVstHO3n&mc_phishing_protection_id=189173-d8ogkrv9j0ro28r8lqpg
https://www.vatgroup.com/investor-relations/financial-reports
mailto:investors@vatgroup.com

